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We ]>rint thia BOITtiag the neeorul part of the
tei>ort of the Committee nppuiuted to iareatigate
the caui-ea v\hieb led to the lota of the Hteriimibip
Cenftral Aaaariea. Noouei» held reaponaible for
the lots of the ahip, the Committee merely point¬
ing out how auch ilistintern uta\ baj averted in
future.

On another patre will be found a apeerh on the
piditicnl qtieationa of the day. and especially on the

jKiaitinn of the prenent Federal Administration, by
"Mr. It. Ghat/. Brown of MianoarL To those who
Imve read any of Mr. Hrown's former prodttotioibl
of the kind, vm need t ot cmuuieud this. AntOBg
the younger public men of the country we know of
Iio one who has laid the foundation of a more solid
fmue, or who beuia about him the proaaiac of a

higher and uiore laatini; uaefulness.

The Hutu wu.. not m aeaaioa renterdny.
lu the Iloi sr.. the joint resolution propoaefl ree-

naajaaBfl LVbvbI offiie: - wan eaDed np, bait objection
»Mis made to Uaootbabiorntloa. Mr. Boberl Simtli
4>f lllinoi». offered a resolution nroridiag for the

tippt iutmeut of a Special Committee to iuves-
tioatc all the BbOtl atteiidmc Ike sale of Fort Suell-
ins. A resolution w;.t adopted, authorizing the
Commiltee on the Judii i.ny to examine the aaae
ot Judge ffntroua of Teaaa. Mr.8tanton of Ohio,
p-i.piMM-,1 the nppKintmeut of a S-leet lommit-
tee of five to look after the 087,0011, alleged to
have beeu paid by the firm of Lawrence
fctoue & Co.. of Boataaj to atcure the pa>
aage of the Tariff Act: ami iu aaon such
Committee present speeiiic char»;en. the appoint-
mrnt of another Committee to iBTOatifati them.
Mr. Buriingnme ot Macsachunett". e\pre-s.'d him-
aelf iu tavor ot the proposition, although not iu-
|| red t" fan r the po!:< y of taking roguizance (if
traneactiona that t.-ike plnee outside of the RbbVj of
Congrtaa. Mr. Daria of Marylaaai, after remark¬
ing that he held the jK.litieal preen - ai sueh titter
. contr nipt that be apaabU take no BjaiaBf of it except
?'in n Übel auit,' evj.rosed hiuiarlf in favor of an

itueatigatiou. but opposed to the propoaed metho.l
of conducting it. Mr. Kunkel of lVnusylvania.
who thought a five pnn*. "with all Ha abaate,"
Ci uipeteiit to *a\e the country, w.ia for inveatigat-
irg the charges n quentiou. S i was Mr. JUrri*
4d 111., who vva< aure thi.t it would not tou.h "the
Di-UKH-ratic side.' aud off, red au aineudim tit, *et-

t.ng forth the proceedings of the late liotiae relative
to Mr. Matteaou, and iusttuctiug the pr-.p >aed
Comniitteo to take all the facta iuto con*

nideration and n'port what action was BBOeanafT
to titidu-ate the character of the Haaajk The
speaker ruled the ameudnieut out of ord-r. After
* me further irregular discussion, a substitute for
Mr. Stauton'e propontiou. offered by Mr. Letch. r

»if Yiigmia, Wiie adopted. It provides for the ap¬
pointment of a Select Committe.' of Five, with
power to send for pei »i,n« autJ aapfra, aaa] raporl
tlie facts to the House, with surh nw'intnei! i
as may be deemed proper. Mr. Sttiitmi
thru withdrew hie preamble. Mr. Harri«, of
Illinois, offered a preamble and resoltiti >nt

liHiking to an investigation of Mr. Mattesou's
caae, nud hia e\jnils;oa fn.»ui :ho llouac.

Iu cons, qtiinee of Mr. Mstte-W* absence, he

trvuM not csll »P thr »kieet tal Motjdaj week,
Mr Blair i f Missouri nah1red f»n SaarsnWoteat, which

was ruled f>nt of order, CBJBnf; for t;,e t-stim .iiy

mj'pn'ssed ky tlie Ihieelajsjlag < niittN hi Ike
!«»t Congress. Mr. Beantrd of Georgia doubted

whether Mr. Harris's protoeitioa could 1h? noted
on, iua.nii'h Us it related to I member of the Nst
House. The House took up the Senate bill making
indemnity for slates carried off in the War of 1812,
when Mr. Giddings obtained the floor, and the

Houav adjourned till Monday.

The discourses of Brigham Young, as published
in the Salt Lake official journal, re wires] via Cali¬
fornia, from which ws have already published some

extracts, indicate, like his letters t > CoL Johnston,
his determination to put the present military opera¬
tions directed against Utah entirely Of the ground
Of religious persecution. This, un loubtediy, is the
host position he can choose; and it will certainly
require a great deal more of discretion and good
management than has yet been displayed in the

conduct of this business to prevent the expedition
from degenerating into something \ery little cred¬
itable to our national character.

Considering the Mormons in the light -i in ply of

citizens, and the march upon 1'fnh a* undertaken

aot with a view to dispoeeret them or to werten
their Church organization, but simply to e nforce
the laws, it is a little singular that Mr. Backantn
did not fellow the example set by Washington, in
the eaae of the resistance in Pennsylvania to the
collection of the whisky tax, kj issuing not one

proclamation merely, but incceasiTe proclamations,
calling upon the people of I'tah to submit to the

laws, and plainly laying before them the etmsefStiB
ces of resistance. Yet, according to Briglmm
Voung.nud we fear the statement is too true.not

only be, as Governor of the Territory, has received
uo official information that he had been superseded
in office, but no information whatever has been
gixen either to him or to the people of Utah, as to

the design of the Got eminent in inarching this large
body of troops into the Territory. This silence
of the Government, as to the purpose whieh th'1

troops are intended to fulfill h aves Brighsin Young
at full liberty to influence the fears and fanaticism
of his followers by representing the troops as

em mice bent upon their destruction, and not only
this, but it also tend* to the dissemination among
the troops themselves, and throughout the country
also, of ideas as to the object of the expedition. Dot
altogether consonant with our established doctrines
00 the subject of religious liberty.

It is impossible to get any distinct ideas from
Brotker Bi igham's bsrsngnjea as to what bio pre-
eise plan of operations is. He pretends to some

mysterious wsj of overeoming the troops saddle-
peiaing the soldiers, At all events, it seems pretty
clear that be does not intend anj thing like ¦ pitched
battle. His plan would rather seem to be, if worst
coii.es to worst, to destroy Si,It Lake City, and to

disperse the inhabitants among the mountains, in
the expectation that the United States would grow
tired of supporting an army in the country, all
whose supplies would have to be transported from
the frontier at the risk of being cut off 00 the WSJ,

Accounts front Fort Bi idger. said to have been

brought to Fort Leavenworth by the agents of the
contractors for supplying the army, and coming
down to the 4th of December, represent the sol-
diers as more comfortable and better provided than
from previous aOOOUntl there was reason to fear.
There seem-to be. however, sonic inconsistency in
their statements. Wo are told thnt all the pro-
1 iaioa trains have come up from Fort Larnmie, and
thai there is an abundant su pply of provisionsto
carry the armj through the Winter: yet it is stated
at the same time that the troops areon short allow¬
ance. These agents of the contractors would be
apt to put the best'face on matters, but even they
do not pretend that the army can attempt to enter
the \alley without being largely reeuforced.

The subject of tradesmen's bills unsettled and
kindred neglected dues has afforded unequalled
pabulum for wit. The British drams, from the
time when Shakespeare drew on the fat-tanks of
< Itympur for the oleaginous, earthquake like, rolling
fun and jocularity of Jack Falstaff, to the Jerry
Diddlerisms Ol the last farce, reeks with illustra¬
tions of sharp practice on humble debtors.of the
clever sinuosities of the dunned to escape the dun¬
ning: and it is remarkable that the laughter of the
audience at the theater in secirg such pictures is

always in proportion to the raecally successes of
the generous dispenser of other men's property.
When Charles Surface IS] s that ' pa) fag tradesmen
only encourages them," it is received with great
favor. < rea by the galleries. The same success at¬

tends iioti-pa\ ing characters in Hoxels. There is
no end to the is-ues of the press of the last half-
centarj wherein aristocratic heroes are hard up,
living 00 the forbearance gf tailors, boot makers.
Washerwomen, and so forth. Bo, too. in lyrics:
most excellent ballads, as well as more preteutioits
effusions, bring down huge favor from the amphi¬
theater. As for the other art.linear design.that,
too. Las contributed its quota. Panel has given
Us many of his best illustrations on the shifts of
line fellows dogged kj bailills and Iriugry cl.ins;
and iL poetry, his "Owed to my Tailor" it a

gem af puieef ray sercue. Since getting in debt
to little people, or those who cannot afford to lose
\'s and X- or XX» is so supremely funny in.1st.
The Itrama: fee. The Novel: lid. Tin« Lyrical
School: and 4th. The Punch 1 Vpartiuent, both
in literntuie and art.it becomes a question
whether, for the sake of ehiuige, if for nothing
else, there should not he some reform, aud'he
laugh be put en the other side. I'ntil Nature's laws
can be rcxerscd, wealth comes only of htbor.of
many days and nights ghcu out ot this littie spau
ol sub-cerulean existence to the creation of eea>

sumabla and eujotahle entities; end the assumption
oi that wealth bj chicane, recklessness, or frauJ. to

the d<tinneni or ruiu of its rightful possessor,
etea If his means be of the widow s mite order,
is i learij not fuiu y to the loser, whatever dilet-

te apeetatort amy thiak of it. Underour Dean-
orracy, the üovemaaenl which assumes to atl'ord
.the ; re«tcst good for the greatest uuml>er" sup-
mm WS eaaeavat to ameliorate a little bit this
British legacy of the laughability of running in
debt to poor people, making them lose their time
¦ legal prosecutions. ..r finally their money into
tl. bargain, and all this side of condign pu;.i«h-
ii out for auch transcendental robbery. In view
of these hints let us busk at the state of this mat¬
ter in our good citj. Let M BN what the
IraniIntimi are kB trtist-f,.r this is a radical point
,n consider.,* the case; ajaj whr.t the chances of
diddhng tffectivcly.
We can und. -stand a state of aosj,.tv .bere there

is no legal collection f:ir debts ii.cur.vd.the parti
tmatii.g rkunushjg to tn>t to the honor of the p,rh
trust, d. Iu mant cases.for example, on the
"ttu»t" sale of ail wares, raiim-nt, ediides, ¦tang

..-,-¦

«nr! so forth.provided Um but er l«e not jock tj**
or swindled auto thf* fmtHt] of the thing sol»1. it

would in- n.ot-t m-onoini« a! for thr seller b) be taug^
that if be trust, it ia mt own nffiir and not thvt a'

the State. But no ingenuity. thn< far. hn« been able
to classify »11 duos und.y Hm h-ad <>f aiirh "trust."
Professional and rr,ecbanir;d industrial service, a* a

gl ni-rnl tbirir. ean only be paid for after ft it ended;
and then what become- of the proposition that thry
who tni-t sh'uld nin the risk' The labor of
women, too, is mostly performed before the pay
. "iiieH; and if there be M red re-* for non-payment,
a Charles Sm f;cc of an employer can ea-ily outwit
them. If apian could be devi*. d by which all
debt* eould 1** reaolri i into debts of honor, and the

non-pat ment of them blast the man at a swindler,
depriving him of social position though he might
get 42/00 votes as Mayor >, it would be an immense
ethical and economical achievement. But a« there
is no chance of arriving at this desired goal, the
bett thing to do is to refine, so far as possible, oar

present sy stem for the collection of this class of
debts; and on this head particularly, at thit time
of pecuniary pressure aud industrial difficulty, we

propose to s iy a word.
A more effectual remedy for the collection of tk»

debts due to working people should receive the im-
aaedmteattention of our Legislature, for the pres¬
ent system amount- to a premium for unjustly with¬
holding the wages due such little people as seam¬

stresses, washerwomen, as well as the nlass gener¬

ally of men laborers. Bat they ahme are not the
sufferer-; for. through their losses, the city is made
ehtrgenhle with additional expeaae to provide for
persons so rendered destitute. Manufacturers and
i mpl >yers, too, who pay their laborers, are also
bears, for they are brought into competition with
others w ho, being ideal in regard to rendering dues
to workmen, are enabled to undersell their com¬

petitors. The anecdote of the broom-peddler w ho
asked another breous-peddler how he managed to
sell so cheap, because the first stole the raw mate¬
rial, and received answer that the second stole the
article ready made, will lucidly explain the ad¬
vantages of the non-paying system iu enabling such
nndersetten to flourish.

Originally, the Justices' Courts of our cities and
the Marine Court of this city were estnhliakod iu
onler to furnish speedy trials for such little money
difficulties. As a large portion of small action- are

founded upon wages, and as imprisonment for debt
was in force when these Courts were organized,
tin- laborer had an adequate remedy. The net of
1831, abolishing imprisonment for debt, was doubt¬
less, upon the winde, a good thing; but a substitute
should ha\e been furnished for all cases founded
open the wages of labor, so that the means for
the collection of the laborer's wages might have
remained effectual, Instead of tin-, however, the
Legislature has rotrtinned to discriminate agsinst
small claims, which is practically a discrimination
against the laborer. If the persons who deliber¬

ately sell on credit be left to the present inefficient

remedy for recovering their pay, the laborer cer¬

tainly should promptly receive his compensa¬
tion: for he is not only usually unable to
wait, but has not facilities for determining
whom to credit, even if ha h»d the ability. As the
law now stands, no execution founded upon a judg¬
ment rendered for a claim under £2f» can be levied
upon real estate, m>r can the plaintiff have recourse

to an examination of the debtor after the officer
returns the exerution unsatisfied. The plaintiff
con only le\y upou such goods and chattel* as are

not exempt from execution. As a large amount af
property is now so exempt, the plaintiff finds him¬
self unable to collect his debt, after having l>eea to

the trouble and expense of recovering his jmlg-
meut. Neither docs the lien law upon buildings
protect laborers to the extent generally supposed,
lor it is so complicated that it accomplishes but
\cry little rood.
But in addition to inadequate law for the collec¬

tion of small debts, another eril is found in the
present condition of the Courts. The jurisdiction
of the Marine Court of this city, for example, his
been so much extended of late years that itapjiears
to have forgotten its origin; and the laborer with
his small claim for hard-earned wages is speedily
lost in the magnitude and mystery, not to say the
costs, of this Court. The Justices' Courts of
this city, too. are rapidly growing into a simi¬
lar condition. As for the Police Courts, they
do nothing for the defrauded laborer, be-
cause, as they allege, tin y hare no jurisdiction,
and the laborer is often left to the charitable, or

the Governors of the Alms-House, or perhaps a

depraved or criminal life. Tin Court of Common
l'leas of this city, moreover, seems to lie following
in the wake of the lower Courts in th- ir discrimi¬
nation against the poor. Recently this Court,
which has appellate jurisdiction from th-» Marine
aad Justices' Courts, has adopted a rule requiring
the examination of judgment-debtor* to be held
before referees, instead of allow ing such examina¬
tions to Ik- Conducted betöre the Court in the cus¬

tomary way, therebj excluding all parties uim
cannot pay referees'let s from the ben. tit w hich
might accrue to them fin ¦ rank prueeedkag.
The question now arise* as to the remedy. Some

suggestions have been made at different time- for
tha establishment of Free Courts for the 1'. sr.
Such courts would bo of very little use unless tin y
should have powers for the collection of laborers'
wages, which the present Court* do not naasnunä
The most direct and simple remedy would be to in¬
crease the power ofJhe existing Courts in all ac¬

ta us founded lijxm the wages of labor, so that it
would become as difficult and exju-nsive to defraud
the laborer of his w. ges as it is now easy and pro¬
fit at le.

if the Doutituaai ami members of the fsrghhtifi
w)jk> talked #o considerately of the Inhalats before
the late elections will uow do their duty, wc shall
soon have a law wInch will insure at least partial
ri. ht to the laborer. Let the poor receive charity,
but the} should first receive justice. The abuse
Wc have described is but oil. of liMHV which Come
of our crescent ccntralixatioii, even increase o

which tenant.. injure and degrade the poor. I
these evils are to l»e arrested, they must be encoun¬

tered iu detail, and we do really hope th it tUi oue

Jost i inted out will receive at Albany the attea-

tion it merits._
Whenever a New-York newspaper venture* to

spea1 of the patent and palpable deficiencies of the
B. stcn jouri.al«, the l.ne ot defense which MTiaj,
Bktaeks and Sweetheart'' immediate!;, adopt, is.

to s.v. the best of it, curious. The Tritnoatane
champion- assume that all the interest and intelli¬
gence of our newspapers is concentrated in the
criminal reports; that ve could not get alnug
without murders; .hat we should he insolvent with¬
out larcei. es. and without cask »f without crime.
This iethe keyiak opinion af peuny-a-iiaers. aud
not tbt fe and weigkty aeeanaai of ex¬

perienced journalist*. The space assigned t>.

iiuo. iial r- j.^rts in the Kotr-Tork BCWipageil i«

i..im h indeed, w hen compared »Ub the room de-
voted hv Thr Bot'nn Janrnnl to the name topici.
0':r host newapsper* are filled with leaking
..tt;, !..»; with letters from every quarter of the

gnafcej with the latest intelligence from the eeat of

flnilllftltl with telegraphic dispntchee three
tuan 1< rtfer than those sent to the Button news¬

papers, and thirty times more expensive; w th fl.'i

infinit»- amouuf of information, intelligence aud en-

terta Dmeut from ev.ry attainable point; w.th
criticism of books, of the drama, of music.
OanT !V>#ton brethren labor ur.J--r a hideous
de'it-ion, if they sup].. that we nWpa»nai
for tie interest of our she»-ts upon th-- loon!
transact;.':* of the city; although tbeae may, in¬

deed, give the most piquant relish to our issues in

auch country towna a* Baatofl. A ürst-rat»» atMt.
York newspaper present* .>iery morning an ep.t-
ome of the world's work, thought and vl s«:f. le.
A Boston newspaper tsrings to us the thrilling ex-

erciaes, exercitations and experiences of Brook-
line, Cambridge, Hoxbury, Charlcstown. Catetot
and Dorchester. We send everything to the pub¬
lisher* there.tbry send bo na nothing. For nil
important information from that quarter, we are

compelled to rely upon our correspondents, one ..t

w hom usually manage« to eomprets more informa¬
tion into a single letter thau could be obtained by
the most diligent perusal of all the Boaton ditirnals.
It is Boston that i* preeminently local in it-* r*>

sotirees, and it it the presa of that city which relies

upon what are may call sensation new s, for ink and
for profit. In vi.« of this, it pumishes the mvi

absurd items. Mr. Everett has the toothache.
Mr. Fverett has a vertigo. Mr. Winthrop will go

to Nahaut tomorrow, The Bee. Mr. Bmithera,
who arni tO have beeil -ett'ed OB the lOtll proximo
ov er the ."'2Sth Cttafitgatioaal Church, wili be pre*
vented from undergoing the intere«:':n:: ¦¦»¦r- monies
bv the im a-hs. Mr. Law renco's horse ran aw ay oti

Thursday, aud the vehicle to w hich he was attached
passed over Mr. Appleton's corns. Dr. Shurtleff
was called to examine the injured buuiuiH. and

applied sticking-plaster in a WSJ 00 -cientific as to

fill Mr. Appleton'a eyes with briny gratitude.
Smith hat prepared ft paper on titmice, which will
bt read at the next met ting of the Natural History
Society, "from which we extract the following elo-

' quent, &c, which has been kindly furnished.Ac."
Mr. Polyglott read ft memoir before, the Qeooalog-
ienl Boeietj boob the aanart of Deeeaberiy, proving
that there w«< never more than one Duaen berry in
the country: while the reader exhibited the ancient
undershirt of that lorn-some iudividutl. 11 One of
" our most aged and feeble citizens, Mr. Codfish,
" of the firm of Cotlflak A Bass, long established at

..No. 11 Long wharf, aaa leeentl] experienced a

" severe pain iu h;s left shoulder. One of our

.. ablest physicians was called, and declared that if

.. the arguish was not oeoaaioiied by rheumatism.
»1 he could uot say what did occasion it. One of

.our best druggist* prepared ft tincture, which
.' baa been tbut far administered hourly without
.' relief. We cannot Conceal our apprehensions.
"WefartBBt Codfish is done for." This ia a

specimen of the iufonnation with which Boston
editors fill their coluinus.

But as they presume to say that we, in New-
York, for the interest of our pa]>er rely, upon
crime, and that they themselves do not; that we

interest, because we reprint (to use the amiable

lailgnagB of T%t Boston Jovrnol) "The Pirate'*
Own Book." while the) have BOp ra t sof WkOaB
to priut am thing, w e take the liberty of undeceiv¬
ing these self-sufficient ].ier*ons. There ia no city
in tie world in which aeaudal is aaBTC eagerly
caught up by the press, nnd better iuiprmed for
the nahe of [.»eniiies, than in Boston. Nowhere
ehe could the nastiuess of the Dalton affair have
been so long, so assiduously and <so noisoim ly
druwu out. Nowhere else could a ftnlloch have
attracted crowded houaes, because iu uo other

place would a charge of adultery hare purled him
into notoriety. Will some of the indiguaut Boston
br«thnn till us how many persona are at this
moment under sentence of death, or confined upon
the charge of murder in that city I Surely, if the
newspaper there are dull, it cannot be for want of
material.it must be for want of tact iu using it.

When oerrCity HaO reeka with corruption."
s.'i} - Thi Boston Journal, in a gr.-.tt passion, ..then
we-hall become metropolitan." Have yon had a

particularly immaculate City Hall, Mr. Journal'
Kojobhingi BO lobbying' no favoritism.' no pat-
roBnge no contracts of th»-dubious sort' no Al¬
dermen with an itching palm' do Couucilmeii with
an rjre to the main chance' If not, then your
BoatoB newspapers h'.ve culpably elanderefl the
city aud its officers; for we have read in them the
iiio-t truculent diatribes »gaiii-t the City Hall."
Candidly, and in a spirit of Christian kindness, we
are willing to admit that Boston is just as wicked ai
can be oxjiected under the circumstances. Let
tbe citizens, to the bent of their ability, improve in
tin and aim at macnlli perfection. When they get
to be aa depraved aa we are, they will have as able
new-papersas ..urn. Let them be ofgood eoaurage
When, by strenuous etanBtror, the] .. r>-ek. with
corruption." the) will have in their inoruiug jour¬
nals full Congressional reports, good domestic and
fen igu err«-j oiub-m e, and a glimmering of
r-prightlincsg in the leaded matter. But if they
want t<> enjoy these luxuriea, they must not tTBtaifl
riltupaaj, Morality and news, according t<» Th,
Beaten Journal, are incompatible. Win refore, the
editor* of Athens should get to be sinful a* fast aa

mat be. TLe advertiser* mu»t struggle t.. achieve
iniquity. The subscriber* must make a dcepoaBtt
grnap at total aVaiaiity. Theu Boaton may have
a .. uietrojoiitau" uewspajier. WJ1 it be Tht
J it rititl '

Attention hat been a good deal attracted w;tb.n
two or rtr»-e year* past to the Constitution nf The
Board of Education, aud a large proportion, of the
aaoat intelligent citizen* have come t*o a pretty de-
c .led conv iction that *ome change m ist be made
in it. Every new election deteriorate* the Board,
and thing* cannot be suffered to go on without en¬

dangering our whole city school *ystein.
The amount of money disbursed for the pur¬

poses of education is very large. The patronage
at the disposal of the *chool officer* i* very con¬

siderable. It s the coutroi of these e\;veu.l:t'iiv«,
atui of this patronage, which now constitute* the
ehM inducement to official councct.ou with the
schools; and through the machinery of party
caucu*es, and party nom.natioiis. aanjaaanj are

thoaei utterl) unq'i.tl rie.1 b-r tiie jN.sition.
Tlie c ost feaeible ICaBttij would *«em to be »o

Substitute, in place of the present unwieldy Board
ol LJucatior. a much smaller body, elected uu the
j¦riur.ple of the Covemors af the Aliusiiouse. and
t>. live to them the selection i:.! i;>;mc: rmc:;t from
jer-r to }ear of the Ward School Committee*. In
thia WSJ we might hope to have the managenient
of the school *)*tem intrusted to person* inteiligeut
and honest, w 11 v\- | iv:ewaad regulate tue *ystem
iJ a w boat, whcreai th? prescut Board of tlica»

tmn, being made up of local Committees, i* n.'»uost
wholly under the influence of iVal views, and ©vie
get* on at «Ii by a sort of log rolling compromise of

i< oal interest*, rery burdeusonic tt the city in the

war of expense, and in which little or no regird it

paid to a just adaptation of the system considered
as a w hole.
Then, again, the pres. nt system of local sebool-

O&V er» chosen in the Wards, and in many things

quite independent of the Board of Education, opens
the door to a thousand abuses. A place on the*
Ward School Committee being considered a> one of
the inferior offices, it often serves as the reward of

extremely small politicians. It it safe to say that

in the nomination of these officers special qualifica¬
tions for the place are entirely overlooked. Were

their appointment tested in a Central Hoard, so

small at to bring home a sense of personal respo-i-

tibilit) to every member of it, qualification for the

position might be expected to be the rule instead of

the exception.
We publish this morning a correspondence be¬

tween Mr. John McKeon. the late United Btitoi
District-Attorney, and the Secret.tr)' of State,
drawn out by some alleged disclosures in the Senate

at the time Mr. McKeon'* conduct in our late mu¬

nicipal election was under discussion in that body.
It seem* thata letter was exhibited in the Executive

Brsainu of the Staate purporting to be from Mr.

McKeon to Gen. Cass, inquiring what course he

should pursue in the election, to which Gen. Cass

was said to have replied with the advice that he

dad better not interfere. It now appears, on the
evidence of both Mr. McKeon and the Secretary of

>;atc, that no such letter was ever w ritten, nor any

such answer ever returned. How then are we to

account for its alleged production in the Senate?
Win a forged letter palmed off there, and used as

an argument for the expulsion of Mr. McKeon from
office I If so, who forged it' or by whom was it

produced in the Senate ' or had the Ifon. Fernando
Wood any hand in the business' He has before
been known to exhibit letters which were not gen¬

uine, ami possibly he may have Rad something to

do in the present curious affuir.

It is remarkable, too. that no official statement
of the reason tor this extraordinary removal of a

faithful public officer has ever been made to Mr.

McKeon or any one else. Mo communication from

any Department at Washington ever reached h m

M the subject; he was condemned without inquiry
or explanation. The manner of the transaction is

thus aeen to be worthy of its occasion. It w ould
stem that the Executive had BO rea*ou tor the step
that it was not ashamed to avow, and that it had

not the ordinary decency to give the party accused
an opportunity to be heard iti defense of his erlorN

It tun Frruaatde Pfaad out of the City Govern¬

ment_
The first of the appropriation bills to come before

(Vn-ress will be the IVficiency bill for the service
of the year endina 'on the 30th of June next. The
War Department has called ujion Congress to put
into that bill an appropriation of some five or six
millions to meet expense* already incurred or anti-

cipatt d. This is just about the amount squandered
and w orse than squandered in sending Col Johnston
and his two thousand men to starve and freeze and
die of scurvy amid the Wahsatch Mountains. We
l ope that Congress will uot vote this money w ith-
out a thorough inquiry Into the history of that ex-

petition, and the reasons why the troops, instead of
marching in the Spring, as they should have done,
were detained in Kansas till late in the season, ex¬

posed to lose half their number by desertion; and
why, when it was too late to reach Salt Lake City,
they were at last started on the expedition. Was
this movement made for the special benefit of tie
Border-Rußiaii contractors for supplies and trans¬
portation' We do not see that anybody else is
likely to gain anything by the troops wiutering at
Fort Bridger._
Mr. Henry Erben, organ builder, and a particu¬

larly noisy .. City Reformer." is in a bit of scrape.
It appears that Mr. Erben owned certain property
in Centre street, which was taken into the exteh-
lion of Canal street. An equitable assessment was

made, and the city charged to pay Mr. Erben $1">.
906 as damages. But upon Erben'* property the
New-York Life and Trust Company had two mort¬

gages amounting to 19,000 which in the event of
tak must, of course, be paid. This deducted
would leave for Erben $6,805. On the loth of May,
1866, Mr. D. Thompson, President of fhe Trust
Company and Mr. Henjy Erben jointly signed a

receipt for amount of two w arrant* ou the Treat-
Bry.one for 013,660, and the other for $11.-
266. The origiinal awards upon the two lots
were §9,060 and dWi.T.W, making fl5,e>05
a* al»\e, while the sum paid was

§94,806. N"w how did the discrepancy occur'
How is it that the difference amounts t<> exactly
the ,*«».inn» on mortgage ' And further still, how
happens it that the sum isexactlydividedbetwea the
two warrants. ijl.OOU being added t" each, neither
more nor h-ss' Mr. Erben pleads ignorance; but
he put h.s name within one inch of the figures
S'.M.-t.'i when he signed the receipt, and could not

poeaibhj bare missed them. I* it ft all likely that a

bunk eat man selling va nable property would be
oblivious of an error of !>9.<W Or shall we be.
iieve that if the error had been the other way Mr.
Erben w< nid not have observed it Of course the
sup|>o»ition is incredible.

This matter has a deeper signification than that
of a mere sw indle. Mr. Brheahaa been tor yean
one of the mo-t blatant accusers of the City Gor¬
an iue;.t: his constant iteration has been. 'They are
'. all thieves.tn>honest men in the City Hall.the
.ic.ple i.re robbed every where." Iti February,
1869, tie wa« foreman of the Grand Jury, and made
B presentment Which lad to the famous mvestiga-
t a kaaare Recorder Tkaoa aadj the indictment of
certain member* of the Common Council. Upon
the strength of this presentment. Mr. Erben
became the Ajax of City-Reform, and wat looked
i pon with fear and trembLug by the rat* who
hang about the Treasury; and from that day
t<> this no measure of retrenchment ha* been
thought of BBtil it had been approved by there-
i.-sihab.e foreman of the wonderful Graud Jury
[¦that v.ry select and r.-epcctable. but rather
slow body. the Reform Committee," ErbeoWM
a i-atriarch and a high counselor; and on the street
hi* dictum Lit- given fame and fate to many an am-

biti as caratnolto. It may ke a matter of little
tanjarameaffa to the world that Henry Erben ha*
' BOB, but the fall of a leading reformer, of one

whohtd been looked up to as a pattern of civic
virtue, i« much to be depiorej. .-specially for the
i umpk it affords. W'.rh such . vide;,, e. of ¦ l]
tu.pitude, wLere shall we look for honest men.'
At bVa boohx are opened, and the poaph* begin to

Ct nrprcht r.d the sy stem of villainy w hieh permeates
Bad rontrala the wholeX^ity Government, they cer-
'

.y catHOt U* llnaafl .t kVj come to the

conclusion that there it no h»'n**t dealing with the

public; that to hold a claim aga.iet the eitr ia pro-
aumptivc evidence of fraudulent üv'ent. and that to

get the money for it i< du« iiright robbery. If Mr.
Erben ran walk ahmt tho afreets for two yearn,
making the «:r vocal with bia deraineiation of
iwindling AMermen and ('..unrilmcn. at tho sane

t me jingling fa\OO0 of the peophVa money m bia

packets, what just and ¦¦Jiaf, auapriofti* intiet
Mtaeh toother* who «tarn! before tho -mWir araex

ample* of rectitude *

THE LATEST NEWS.
RF'T.fTED BY

MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH.
From W u*hiiastoii.

W»»hin<.tok. Friday, Jan. 1.1, 1 <Vt.
Aeeording to information inferred from the Nary*

Department, tl B Wahash proceed* to Key West, and
kj tl ere to awa;t orders as to where Col. Frank Ander«
* n and his men an to be landed.
The five Indian Debgatbaai nowhere were to-<lay

shown the wondera at the Arsenal. Navy Yard aad
Barracks, and treated to an exhibition of cannon target
firing. The Secretary of Navy presented a gun to

each Chief.
The four companies of the First Dragoora now ata>

tinned in the Department of N. w-M. xieo will be
transferred to the Department of the Pacific, to which
i* to be attached eo much oi the Department of Ctah
as !iea west of the 117 th degree of longitude.
The noaxkera mail has bibd to attire as ra to-lay.
The KaTy I>ej.artment hasree. iv. d dkfBanV baa trona

Lieutenant Commanding Cra\t»n. of IM aaho**)*f
Variiia. dated at the GenYof Davriea, Dae. ft. He says
thev arrived there on the M ult have a base line of

bet: at d would t>e prepared to ascend the>
fjtraiti on the *th of Daeaanhar, tearing A'ting-Master
Radford to survey the liult in their absence.

11 .. Pn¦ der.t lias issued a proclamation emiwxfy-
tgthe treatv for the settlement of the Sour I One*

question, and'declaring its binding kwc.Ith* Gov¬
ernment and citizens of the United States.
C F. Hurlburt of New-York, Assistant Clerk of

the House of Representatives, resigned his office to¬

day.

XWVfh CONGRESS.Fir* Senior*.

SENATE_Washington, Jan. 19, 18-V8.
T'..e Senate ianot inaeasion.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Mr. BOOOChknaked the Hous . to take an the joint

resolution of the Senate, the whole effect of which la
IklBi An act was paaaed by Congress at the laat S.^-
sion. authorizing the naval officer* who were all. del
bj the Retiring Board to apply within one year U»

bare tbair eaaea tiiamlaad, the action of the Naval
Court- of Inquiry being tba |TO«nd db w huh the Prea*
ident might nominate for resU»ration.

It was not known outride the Senate what^ was

m Ml there, but il was Known that the-e Court*
bare actedoacertaincaeee. and that the President
baa made nomination* w I i'h have uot yet been dia-

Soeed of by the Senate. It wus fmr to praaaaaa that tho
laval Committee of the Senate were considering the

proceedings of tbom1 Courts.
Ihia waa the but day when anything can ba ilona

under that resolution, which, li not now passed, will
render inoperatire all thaaa Charta have Aom,

Mr. JOKES 11' Tunnaaart aroaM praatr that tba
le-oiut'.oti should come up W.r consideration in regular
order. It proponed to borenee tba number of eaaVeara
of the navy, to which h* waa opposed.
The resolution was tiieti read.
Mr. LOVEJOY objected to tta consideration.
Mr. BURNETT oarerad a itaorataaa. which waa

passed, authoriaing a BfMM ia] Committee to investigate
Eh* facta attending the sale ot Fort Suelfing, and to

eanploj a itenographer. Ha remarked that this waa

a eaoe which the publb Latt reed reqairad -bouid have
a close examination.
On motion. Mr. HOUSTON, dom. the Committee

oa the Judi. mry. repotted a t.-. lutiun, wbicli was»

adopted, authot'i/.ing the aaid Coannrittaa to send for
persona aad paper* in ralatioa to the charges agaiwrt
Judge Watrona of Texan.
Mr. STANTON offered a preaaabta setting ftirtb that

wb. reas.it appear* by the published report of the
Committee app"iuted to breatigab tba affaire of the
Middle**! Mm. mat. luring Company, that |ä7.0v0 acre

pan! to aecnra the naaaagaat the tariff Act of iHJ7,
and that as tm jathwotiiT) einlaaatinn h l<e.-n given
relating to the application of it. with the exteptiou of
arf.coo, there thoaed be ati bivaatigatiaati

1 be t barge is tending very serum dy to prejudice the
reputation and character nt tba aaaaaWra of die last
Houee wka rotod be the Tariff act. Therefore, he
MOpoaaaj the appointment of a afloat Cu-nmitte- of
Ki> e to investigate the char.-es, and inquire whether
any member » r officer of the H use received any part
of the money; with power to m ud lor persona and
papers.It the Committee find that anr part of the money
was paid ffef tie- us.- ..r benefit, directly or ind'r.-eti v,
of anv eflicer or member of the Hoaaa, the <'"mnut-
tee shall present specific charges, in which case
another Ci mmittee ot Five shall be appointed to in-
\ estigate stu b charges; the accused to tie informed of
i . pi tea und time ..f the meeting, in order for a de-
t> ti-.\ .-xamii.ati' n of witnesses, Ac.
Mr. fhtanfon s.nd that be had delayed offering the

resolution tiii row, m ti e hone that aoine gentlemlu
aho favored the Tariff would aaora for riiok an aavaa*

Tl argen were pre-.-nted in siu h a form
us.!. maud ttie aatiea of the House. It was not a mere
PeWapnper rumor, but the information «»* farnlataad
bj a moaeyed corporatkM, through it* Committo.-to
it v. stigate its finances und the disbursement* of it*
ti ada.
He urgently advKnted the passage of the re tola-

runs, in order to aerertab whether money was used
to buhaaajoa the aatba af the House.
Mr. BCBUVOAME .«iu, .. ft g,nerul rule, he

would be against taking cognizance of anv trausac-
ieb aid not oet ur ia 'Ii- pr.nee 11 the Hou-a

rtbe S.-t:at.-. or so near either m- t>. interrupt the do-
liberatioae oi Coaajraaa. He woold not BDagaify tba
I «. r f the Hou-e, nor aoald h< have it take juris-diction of matter- which might more properly bo
taken ekargeof and Inraatigatad by ttilenab tttab
liabedb] law for the purj. .s.- of securing to ritirena
of the i oui,try their rights, but in this cas. he would
'.¦ part fVoaa the general rule ofpolicywkiek he anaahaaebH f..r bia own ga daaaa. Bo BMay <rave ch.ir^.-n

:.v.- i eea made by individuals, and ä partisan presaw:tfi what motives and for what purpose* he would
act undertake to intimate, that it se.-ioed to bun that
the Honae would cnmlt its digtutv us well», itabaaaar
by tidopting the resolutions. Of'the fncts .-.-d
by tbooeananittee of the innnufar'timng eompanv, ha
utaa Botkraf axeepHng what kotAadaeea in neara-
papata, but it Manned that an entry of money, used
bl prt^urian- tba [ h-«ge of the' Tariff a<:t. waa
found on their books. There was, however, no
ekarg*, even by implication, a^ainet any member
of Cong-reae; batekargee have been made bv reapoa-aible partiee. He ». n iepreseiu«tive fmui Maewa-

.-. in «hi. li Mate tins Manufacturing Companybad itacl eft itabbaba eat, a lab d tin- mstt.-r probed!
to the bottom. He to« k oecaaia* u> -nv that h« did

belkfra that tue banian of any Maaabat *| tin*
House have bee* stulneu tiy lue money of Ltwrence
Moaa a I o. Tba anma of the aaaaar pnrknat'at'nha
rm l as st.-d and rtacl* to-lay aa a synomym of

mercantile honor and ittegnty. He voabtnaa] dnopaBtl e slmiloW «hieb rest- doll It, 's-cilUse ft:,, |, .Uored
it ad ano lore B and the aaaiaiena iiving who bear it.
He hoped that tkfa braatigaiioa would aliar laaa th*
tact that the irnine aaaaabai ofthat firm had U'-n un-
balaaan* rath.-r than involve.I in the tnt-nt .on af
crba*. Whatever may have U-rn bis motives, he
blinaelf prebrred to aateean kbn as a friend, but ha
would m t shield mi from f! .¦ tuuii-aion of wrong.
Mr. DAVIS Md aaid that an man held the poiit-jeal aeaaa la aaara anagampt ibaa ba, aaaaBaaa] nno

uar. t it. and behalt ;n suci utter contempt that hn
Itaikt aonott.: t. as aatocajnvil betora

the Oraad Jury tor rile nboL Whoa eaaesjaa are
Hade b the press, be deemed tin-ni unworthy of in-
eeatigatioa. He regarded Ins leputati *, and the rep¬
utation f.f arery gaaabaaaa here, as m-.re than enoughto bah m the lace the whole combined BaBBJ of
tba ooeadry. iti.t this was a aanaaraaB ca*a. it
bvateaa] one of the merchant priucee, in the booka
ot arboaa Ina an entry appeared of fv.,ij»*it t^u\
tor procuring the passage it the Tariff act.
1.1« is a etat. u.< nt hn-e,; on n r.rpoiiaibte
Bean*, and it ;. adequate fouudstioii for an inveatiga-tba, Tha retard Ba* not sny baat the monev was g*>
r ah !. It may luve been »pent le^itimst'ely to paythe experts pf agent-. If .t got into the haixf* of any
I emfo r. let htm db the de»th. He was fi r t'olWaini

.. pre. ec. Lt of the last C<.|igrese in < ondu. t.ng tbi*
pnptaed icveettgatiou. The Hebst Committee ap.L-oii t. dto inquire into c harge, against certain main-
I . r- i! gi d w ith corrup ion, oppte^rd n . mun ia hi*

i»' .11 iiarai ter, but all w.-ie t eated ju-tlv, cara-
yandteraderiy. Heoopoaed at length Mr'.'Staa-

tot» pn noaatbn, arWcbtbadtbe Oaannnlrtaa with th.»
p. wus of atirand Juiy, and ia the aheeMeof tii»
raccrabfl the rkaractef at* tba Beaaaaaj open to aaa-

pkion.
Mr. STANTON. in reply, said he proposed that tlitx


